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Evaluation of NTSA Criterion 2 - A proposed national historic trail must be nationally
significant with respect to any of several broad facets of American history, and historic
use of the trail must have had a far reaching effect on broad patterns of American culture.
Trails significant in the history of American Indians may be included. Criterion 2 is met.

Significance statements describe the importance of a trail to U.S. heritage. They describe
why the trail and its resources are unique within a broader regional, national, and
international context. The proposed Long Walk National Historic Trail(s) is nationally
significant with respect to many broad aspects of American military, social, economic,
and political history.

The NPS study team and a group of tribal authorities and independent scholars met and
documented historical themes associated with the routes and their national significance at
two conferences, to which the public was invited. These conferences were held in
Window Rock, Arizona, and Mescalero, New Mexico, in fall 2004. Draft statements of
significance from the Navajo and Mescalero Apache perspectives were developed.
Further review by the general public and the National Park System Advisory Board will
contribute to evaluation of national significance.

The Long Walk is associated with five themes identified in the National Park Service's
Thematic Framework (1996). This framework provides guidance to the National Park
Service and its partners for evaluating the significance of resources, assessing how well
the themes are currently represented in existing units of the National Park System and in
other protected areas, and in expanding and enhancing the interpretive programs at
existing units of the National Park System.

L. Peopling Places
Topic 4. community and neighborhood
Topic 5. ethnic homelands
Topic 6. encounters, conflicts, and colonization

III. Expressing Cultural Values
Topic 6. popular and traditional culture

IV. Shaping the Political Landscape
Topic 3. military institutions and activities

V. Developing the American Economy
Topic 7. governmental policies and practices

VIII. Changing Role of the United States in the World Community
Topic3. expansionism and imperialism
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